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SUB J : POLITICAL CRISIS 

REF: FBIS LONDON 260036Z AUG 75 (REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL 
ANNOUNCEMENT) 

1. REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENT: MEETING UNTIL LATE INTO 
THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 25-26, THE PRESIDENT, THE DIRECTORY, AND 
THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MINUS THE MELO ANTUNES "NINE" REACHED 
THE FOLLOWING DECISIONS (REFTEL): 

-THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL WILL BE RESTRUCTURED AT A 
MEETING OF THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT (AFM) GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
TO BE CALLED NEXT WEEK; 

-THE 1-5 (PROPAGANDA AND CULTURAL DYNAMIZATION) OF THE ARMED 
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RESTRUCTURED: 

-BRIG. EURICO CORVACHO WILL BE REINSTATED AS COMMANDER OF THE 
NORTHERN MILITARY REGION BASED IN OPORTO. 

2. COMMENT: THE RC ANNOUNCEMENT IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE 
PUSHING AND PULLING THAT HAS CONTINUED THROUGHOUT THE PRESENT 
POLITICAL CRISIS. ON THE ONE HAND, THE ANTUNES GROUP WILL BE 
PLEASED BY THE SUSPENSION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF ONE OF ITS MOST 
DANGEROUS ENEMIES WITHIN THE MILITARY-J-5, ON THE OTHER 

HAND THE RESTRUCTURING OF THE RC BY THE LEFT DOMINATED 
ARMED FORCES ASSEMBLY IS LIKELY TO BE DANGERIOUS IF NOT FATAL TO 
THE PLANS OF THE ANTUNES GROUP. THE RESTORATION OF THE LEFT-LINING 
CORVACHO IS A MORE AMBIGUOUS DEVELOPMENT. AT LEAST ONE OF OUR 
SOURCES IN THE ANTUNES CAMP BELIEVES THAT CORVACHO IS NOT BEYOND 
REDEMPTION IF THE INFLUENCE OF HIS ALLEGEDLY COMMUNIST WIFE 
CAN BE NEUTRALIZED. 

3. THE RC WITHOUT THE "NINE" IS A FORUM WEIGHTED 

AGAINST THE ANTUNES GROUP AND LIKELY TO COME OUT WITH DECISIONS 
UNFAVORABLE TO THEM. THE OUTCOME OF THIS MEETING 
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE MUST BE INTERPRETED 
AS A NET MINUS FOR THE ANTUNES FORCES, IF FOR NO OTHER REASON 
THAN THAT THE PRIME MINISTER HAS SURVIVED IN OFFICE FOR ANOTHER 
DAY. TIME IS NOT ON THE SIDE OF THE ANTUNES GROUP AND IF THE RC 
IS RESTRUCTURED BY THE ASSEMBLY. THE ANTUNES SUPPORTERS COULD 
BE PUSHED ENTIRELY OUT OF THE POWER STRUCTURE. 
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